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labourer, and has adopted the bourgeois hats and suits provided
by the wholesale outfitters. The women have taken to wearing
the dress, hats, and ornaments of the lady' and to dressing their
hair in the same way. The change has been completed by
bourgeois amusements, such as newspapers, theatres, the cafts,
the races, and even pleasure outings and visits to the seaside,
The imitation has extended even to the custom of sending out
letters announcing events of family interest, known as Icttres d&
fain-part, and to visiting-cards and photographs. The manual
workers have gained greater comfort and have been able to eat
better food, dress better, and approximate to the conditions of
life of the lower middle classes.
The peasants have followed the same example, only far more
slowly and less thoroughly, and this has shaken their attachment
to tradition. Though for practical reasons they have continued to
wear their working garments, they have abandoned their local
costumes and Sunday head-dresses, except in Brittany, and
country-women have begun to follow the Paris fashions in dress,
hairdressing, and even shoes.
The peasants have come to feel less poor and despised and have
ventured to spend money on such luxuries us wine, spirits, cigar-
ettes, newspapers, and fashionable clothes for the women. They
have had less need to enter the service of the bourgeois and have
come to feel less dependent. The new sense of independence has
relaxed the discipline of the family, It has become difficult for the
father of a family to make his sons work for his benefit and keep
his daughters at home. The intellectual life of the French country-
side, with its traditional folk-lore, has become extinct with the
disappearance of the mllte, now rendered useless by the facilities
for illumination provided by oil-lamps or electricity, By following
the example of the towns the peasants have lost the only kinds
of art they possessed - local dances and songs.
The rapid transformation in the mode of life even of the manual
labourers tends to efface class distinctions between the various
sections of the population, which had hitherto been very marked,
Comfort, hitherto confined to a small minority settled in the towns,
is spreading to the whole nation, even among the peasants in the
country districts, who had always been sacrificed for thousands
of years past With this comfort goes the enjoyment of all sorts of
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